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Expansion & Education 

CASA’S EXPANSION 

Casa Nueva Vida Inc. was established in Jamaica Plain in 

1987 to meet the need of homeless families.  Casa Nueva 

Vida creates an atmosphere that provides support from the 

moment a family walks through the doors of any of Casa’s 

home.  When a family enters any given shelter they are in 

crisis and feel as if they have lost all sense of control of their 

lives.  Casa’s philosophy is and always has been to give fam-

ilies an immediate calming, empowering and welcoming 

atmosphere of belonging.  Then the road to healing and 

moving forward to self-sufficiency can begin. Casa Nueva 

Vida recognizes the growing need for homeless services due 

to the increasing homeless family population.  Although the 

Lawrence Area was unknown territory, Manuel Duran CEO 

and staff from Casa Nueva Vida rose to the challenge and 

community need.  Casa Nueva Vida knew the mission 

would be to venture out and help homeless families no mat-

ter where the need exists.   

INSIDE THIS NEWSLETTER 

Kid Library Lab ........................2 

ESOL Classes ...........................2 

Expansion ................................3 

Casa’s Summer Program .........4 

B.C. Trip ...................................4 

Boston College Students ..........5 

Katlin Poor’s Interview ............5 

 

 

-Read more on Page 3 



“The only source of knowledge is experience.” - Albert Einstein   

We have seen the need and impact that technology has in the future 

generation.  Even in elementary schools children are required to have 

access to technology. Many of our children are assigned to read e-books 

for their homework and are given websites in which they can use to 

practice their math skills. This is why we found it necessary to give ac-

cess and opportunity to the children that may not have the recourses.   

We have created a children’s computer lab located in the library of our 

educational area.  The children are now able to both check out book and 

use the computers for research  and other educational purposes.  

Our computers are stacked with plenty of educational games that en-

gage the children in fun ways while teaching problem solving skills, 

math, and reading.  

The children are fascinated to learn through technology and have famil-

iarized themselves with the functions of a computer.  

We are seeing great growth from the children and an eagerness to learn. 

We believe education is the best thing for our future generation.  

ESOL CLASSES 

KID LIBRARY LAB 

Our Spanish to English ESOL class is 

one of our oldest standing education-

al programs. Throughout the years we 

have seen improvement and an ever 

growing  ambition to learn the Eng-

lish Language. The students that are 

currently enrolled  in our ESOL class 

started without any prior knowledge 

of the English Language. However 

with the help of the Educational Pro-

gram, students have improved drasti-

cally and are even able to be conver-

sational. With every student. The 

amount of work differs, but we try out 

best to help them reach the goals they 

desire.  We understand that educa-

tion is key in order to be successful. 

Our ESOL classes fill in the gaps be-

tween struggle and success. We try to 

teach them aspects of the English 

Language that will benefit them in 

their everyday lives. We practice 

speaking as well as listening, and 

comprehending basic language skills.  

We create scenarios, such as a doc-

tor’s office or job interview,  in which 

the students must use their skills to 

properly handle the situation. 

WORKSHOPS 

We are innovating our Workshop 

Program in order to get the best 

possible information to our resi-

dents. Workshops are a great way 

to get residents involved and edu-

cated about many subjects. Our 

Workshops tie in with our  Basic 

Computer Skills Program by giv-

ing specific workshops geared 

towards giving our residents a 

straightforward approach to tech-

nology.   

We also provide workshops for the 

children that focus on building 

bonds with family and friends.  

Having this many families under 

one roof can be difficult for adults 

and children equally. We focus on 

helping the children appropriately 

associate with one another  

through sincerity. Workshops are 

essential to building strong com-

munities through education.  
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CASA’S GROWING EXPANSION 

Casa Nueva Vida opened 57 Jackson Street on March 3, 2009 with 12 families 

then increase capacity to house 16.  Since the onset of opening the shelter families 

have accomplished many successes.  Several families were assisted in enrolling 

into educational and training programs which upon completion had job place-

ment.   Once family increased their earning ability families were transitioned into 

permanent and stable housing obtaining their goal. On December 23, 2013 Casa 

Nueva opened a new shelter in Lawrence with a capacity of housing eight families 

then increase to nine in March of 2015. On September 2014, Casa Nueva Vida 

opened yet another location in Lawrence with a capacity of housing 23 families 

and opened a new location in Boston within the same month. In April of 2105, 

Casa Nueva Vida opened a new location in Boston with the  capacity of housing 

eight families.  Casa continues to meet the challenges of community need as well 

as family self-sufficiency.  

Our New Shelter in Boston, MA 
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SUMMER PROGRAM 

As a part of keeping the Educa-

tional Program alive in 

the summer, we are introducing 

weekly field trips for both Boston 

and Lawrence sites. We believe 

this is a great way to keep the 

children active and out of the 

house. Of course, parents would 

be required to go on these field 

trips with their children. This can 

motivate parents to spend more 

time with their children and build 

a stronger bond as a family and as 

a part of Casa Nueva Vida.  

 

 

 

 

 

B.C. TRIP 

This year the Boston College Pulse 

program volunteers took initiative 

and planned out a evening taking 

our youth through a tour of Bos-

ton College. Our youth had the 

amazing opportunity to walk 

among other college students and 

take in the atmosphere. They 

learned what it is like to be a col-

lege student for a day.  

We at casa believe that education 

is the key to success and we en-

courage and guide our youth to 

see that education must be an 

essential part of their lives. We 

hope our youth will follow in the 

footsteps of education and go to 

college to build not only successful 

future for themselves but for gen-

erations to come.   

 

A TRIP TO BOSTON COLLEGE! 
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“I love how Casa has myriad opportunities to connect with the 
people living there .” - Katlin Poor, Boston College Pulse Volunteer  

The Boston College PULSE Program is the backbone of our Educational Program.  The 

students volunteer their time twice a week during the school year. They are dedicated and 

hardworking students seeking to make a difference in the lives our of children. They help 

the children with their homework, they tutor them in any subject they need help with, 

and most importantly, they are role models. They are examples that through education, 

one can become successful.  With the help of the volunteers, the children can improve 

their educational and social skills.  

The volunteers are a key part of our educational programs. They assist with the teaching 

and take it upon themselves to make sure the students get the best education possible.  

With their assistance, we are able to have more of a personal educational system.  They 

work one on one with students to ensure that they get the most out of the educational 

program.  

We had a chance to speak with one of the 

Boston College Volunteer from our yearly 

Pulse Program. We love to hear what our 

volunteers think of our shelter and we try 

our best to make the volunteers feel part 

of the shelter. 

Why did you choose Casa? 

My interest is mainly fueled by my desire 

to experience the family connection that 

you talked about at the Town Meeting 

session.  I love how Casa has myriad op-

portunities to connect with the people 

living there, whether it's being supportive 

for a child who is motherless or learning 

about the experiences and hardships of 

the single mothers and fathers living 

here.  I think there is so much I can learn 

from the families at Casa, and so much 

that I can share with them about my life 

experiences as well!   

What do you like about casa? 

It feels like PULSE students are 

not  babysitting, but being a sibling to the 

children. The moms even thank me for 

helping there children. I also get to dive 

into many aspects of the house and do 

something different everyday. I love how I 

get closer to the families every 

time I come. I always feel 

welcomed. 

What do you expect to 
get from volunteering? 

I want a new experience and 

broader perspective on life. I 

come from a privileged back-

ground and I want to know 

how it is to work with home-

less mothers and children. I 

want to learn how to empa-

thize with others. I am a Ap-

plied Psychology and Human 

Development major.  I feel it's 

important for kids to have 

affection. They respond to the 

"warm but firm" approach: 

"you shouldn't do this be-

cause..." I don’t need apprais-

al, but it's great. At first felt a 

barrier but now it's gone and 

mother's see the positive 

influence. It's a pleasure to 

act as a sibling, not an obliga-

tion. 

BOSTON COLLEGE PULSE PROGRAM 

KAITLIN POOR - INTERVIEW 
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