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Continued Growth 

LAWRENCE SUCCESS STORY 

Tishalee Newby came to Casa Nueva Vida on November 19, 2014. Since  

the moment she arrived, Tishalee has been enthusiastic about starting 

school.  However, she faced barriers like the timing of her daughter’s 

afterschool program. If Tishalee attended school, she would be finished 

too late to pick up her daughter from school. Because of this, Tishalee 

got discouraged and decided not to attend school. Casa Nueva Vida 

staff were very supportive and found another afterschool program that 

would allow Tishalee enough time to go to school and be with her 

daughter. Still, it was not easy. Tishalee felt overwhelmed at times. She 

had to deal with her workload while still being 100% committed to her 

daughter’s every needs.  Nevertheless, Tishalee remained committed 

and now she is a month from graduating the LARE Training Program 

for Pharmacy Assistance. Tishalee also successfully moved out of Casa 

Nueva Vida to her very own apartment in Haverhill, MA.   
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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

 Collaboration with Ropes 
and Gray LLC to provide 
school supplies.  

 Citizen’s Energy Co. treating 
Casa to a delicious BBQ.  

 New site opening. 

 Donate through Paypal and 
Amazon. 

ASSOCIATED GRANT MAKERS– SUMMER CAMPS 

Thanks to Associated Grant Makers (AGM), the children of Casa 

Nueva Vida are able to attend camps this summer.  

AGM has generously donated 50 weeks of camp to Casa Nueva Vida! 

Every child at our Boston sites is able to get out of the house and stay 

active all summer.  

We enrolled the children in camps such as the YMCA and the BRYE 

Summer Program (in associates with PBHA).  

The children are making memories, making new friends, and some 

have been placed in classes by the camps to learn English.  

We can not thank AGM enough for all that they are doing for the 

homeless community.  



“Educating the mind without educating the heart is no education at all.”  —Aristotle  

SAFTEY CLASSES  

BACK TO SCHOOL! 

Safety Classes are offered for kids ag-

es 5 & up.  These classes range from a 

variety of topics from Drugs & Alco-

hol, to Bullying, to Online Safety, and 

more.  During these classes, children 

are able to learn safety hazards and 

brainstorm ways to stay safe through 

lessons, activities, computer games, 

and discussion. Once every so often 

they are quizzed on a particular safety 

matter, and through this we have 

been able to see improvement from 

when the classes first started to today. 

As kids leave the safety class, they 

take these lessons with them as they 

are exposed to certain problems out-

side of the shelter, such as bullying in 

school, online danger when they have 

access to technology, and even know-

ing what to do when a stranger ap-

proaches them. Our goal is for the 

children to remember these simple, 

yet valuable lessons as they grow old-

er, and continue to be safe through 

their path of success. 

Ropes and Gray LLP is 

generous enough to do-

nate backpacks filled with 

school supplies for every 

child at our Boston sites.  

We have been partnered 

with Ropes and Gray LLP 

for over 10 years!   

Because of their generosi-

ty, the children are ready 

for school and on a path to 

success.  
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CASA’S EXPANDING— AGAIN! 

Casa Nueva Vida opened it’s first shelter in Jamaica Plain in 1993.  At the time, it housed six fami-

lies. Then in 1999, Casa Nueva Vida was able to add an Annex that contains an Adult Learning Cen-

ter, an extra bedroom,  a handicap bathroom, and a wheelchair ramp.  Later, between the years of 

2001-2004, Casa Nueva Vida completes another expansion that increased the capability from 7 fam-

ilies to fourteen families.  The following year, Casa Nueva Vida adds a teen center, a state if the art 

computer lab/classroom, two bedrooms, and two bathrooms, which enabled the shelter to serve 16 

families. Finally in 2014, CEO & President, Manuel Duran, converted his office into a 17th bedroom. 

Now, Casa Nueva Vida– Jamaica Plain serves 17 families.  

Along with Jamaica Plain, Casa Nueva Vida has three more locations in Boston. Casa Nueva Vida 

opened it’s second Boston site in September of 2014 with the capability of housing 14 families. How-

ever, it doesn’t stop there. Casa then opened two more houses in April of 2015 with the capability of 

housing eleven families  combined.  

Finally, Casa Nueva Vida opened its fourth Boston location in August of 2015. It serves 9 families. 

Casa continues to maintain the same standards in all of it’s locations. Every shelter has a strong 

sense of community and stresses the importance of family self-sufficiency.  Casa Nueva Vida and its 

staff are working tirelessly to help families rise out of poverty and begin a new life on their own.  

 

Did You Know! 

We have served over 1100 

families and are continu-

ing to serve 

We are currently serving 

100 families 

We have a 96% success 

rate! 
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BIRTHDAY WISHES  

The Birthday Wishes Organization has worked with Casa Nueva Vida for  many years. Volunteers come 

to Casa once a month and help us celebrate the children’s birthdays. They provide cake, drinks, decora-

tions, games, activities, goody bags, and presents for the birthday child/children. The parents are very 

appreciative of the Birthday Wishes Organization because many of them don’t have the means to throw 

their own party or even provide gifts for their child.  

Our Jamaica Plain  Birthday Coordinator is Stephanie Taubin. She has been working with us since June 

2014. She plans and coordinates every birthday party at Casa Nueva Vida– Jamaica Plain.  Every month, 

Stephanie brings new ideas to the birthdays. Whether it be ice cream parties,  painting, or charades, each 

birthday party is so much fun for the kids and parents alike.  



First Summer BBQ:  

The Citizens Energy Coopera-

tion generously provided Casa 

Nueva Vida with its first BBQ 

of the summer!  Everyone got 

together and enjoyed a deli-

cious feast of  steak, lobster, 

salad, corn, hot dogs, burgers, 

and cake.  Everyone enjoyed 

themselves and were stuffed 

by the end of the night! We 

truly appreciate the efforts of 

our community and what they 

do for us.  

 

 

 

Garden:  

Volunteers from Sharon High 

School were thoughtful 

enough to create a garden for 

the families of Casa Nueva 

Vida.  They planted beautiful 

flowers in our heart-shaped 

garden. It’s just another re-

minder of the beauty that 

comes along with helping oth-

ers.  

 

 

 

Texas Road House:  

Staff and supporters got to-

gether to fundraise for Casa 

Nueva Vida. Texas Road 

House of Everett were kind 

enough to host a Dine to Do-

nate Night, along with a raffle,  

in honor of Casa.  

SUMMER HIGHLIGHTS  
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