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Please visit our Website to see
ways to help our homeless families – www.casanuevavida.org

GREAT NEWS!
On behalf of the Board of Directors, residents and 

staff of Casa Nueva Vida, allow me the pleasure of 

inviting you to our:

Grand Opening Celebration
of Casa Nueva Vida - Lawrence

57 Jackson Street

Lawrence, MA 01840

Thursday, September 17, 2009

9:30 - 11:00 A.M

The new Jackson Street shelter contains 12  

individual rooms for resident families, 5 bathrooms,  a  

playroom and a state of the art computer lab. 

We also work with the families after placement to en-

sure stabilization.  Our services include and are not 

limited to: Computer/ Job Training Program , TEC 

Courses,  English for Speakers of Other Languages 

(ESOL) Program, Personal Empowerment Program, 

Children’s / Teen’s Education Program, Professional 

Counseling, Family Life Advocate, Housing Advo-

cate and Housing Support, On Call Nurse and Su-

pervision, etc...

Throughout the years, these services and educa-

tional programs have truly made a difference in the 

lives of our residents.

We can assure you that our expertise makes us ide-

ally capable of providing a unique, specialized pack-

age of services and educational programs to the 

homeless families in Lawrence - some of the most 

vulnerable members of society.”  We are proud to 

say since the shelter was founded, we have served 

more than 600 homeless families.  

This event will be covered by the local media. Re-

freshments will be served at 9:30AM followed by a 

short speech from our President and CEO, Manuel 

Duran.

Sincerely,

Manuel R. Duran  

President & CEO

House of New Life
Boston - Lawrence

STAMP 
HERE

2009
Serving more families

Sharon High School working together with Casa Nueva Vida Residents

Casa Nueva Vida, Inc.
53 Glen Road
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

Help UsChangeLives YOUR SUPPORT IS PRICELESS

53 Glen Rd.
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130



Bradley came from Colorado in March 2008, where he lived 

with his grandparents for 3 years. After Bradley came to live 

with his mother dramatic changes where blooming in the hori-

zon for the young Bradley and his mother.

Bradley came to Casa Nueva Vida with aggressive behavior tours 

his mother, an indication of separation and resentment. Every time a  

comment was said or something was done, he will get 

an outbreak and show aggressive and disrespectful 

behavior.  For the past several months, Bradley’s 

mother and Doris Gaitan (Director of Children  

Education) have been working together to help Bradley adjust 

and cope with idea of being homeless. It has not been easy for 

Bradley (16), his sister Keisha (6), his brother Johnny (13) and 

his mother Kimberly. 

We created a systematic approach to reach in and took the 

time to listen to his problems and worries. It was noticeable by 

having frequent talks with Bradley, we were able to understand 

the situation he was going through.  Every time he got upset, 

we took the opportunity to engage him in to a conversation 

where we emphasize keeping control of his anger and the im-

portance of being respectful to others, and to himself.

After being at Casa Nueva Vida for 9 months and a few thera-

peutic talks, Bradley is  a different teenager. He listens more, 

does better in school and has accomplished many other good 

things. Bradley is now more confident and has a lot of courage 

to take responsibility for his acts.

Come to Casa Nueva Vida, and have a pleasant conversation 

with a young bright man.  Come and meet Bradley Ortiz!

Did you know we have placed more 
than 600 homeless families into safe and 
affordable housing since we open our 
doors?

Did you know that Casa Nueva Vida will 
be celebrating its first BREAKFAST FOR 
ACHIEVERS in 2010? Please keep your 
agendas open 

Did you know that you are invited to 
come to Casa Nueva Vida Lawrence’s 
open house on September 17, 2009 from
9:00am - 11:00am

I became homeless in January 2008 

because I became chronically ill and un-

able to pay rent on my small disability 

income.  My teenaged daughter and I 

were frankly terrified: We had been 

briefly homeless some years ago due to 

a family argument, and had stayed in a 

shelter which can only be described as 

nightmarish.

 

I don’t have the space to describe 

how very different our stay at CASA 

NUEVA VIDA was. The facility is com-

fortable and beautiful, and the staff are 

the most wonderful people imaginable. 

They went miles out of their way for 

us--they effectively sent my teenager 

to her prom, from arranging for her 

dress, to buying her ticket, to being  

dropped off by case manager Zai-

da Estremera--not to mention our  

fellow residents enthusiastically pitching 

in for hair and makeup, or the staff who 

loaned (and gave) her jewelry to make 

her outfit complete.

 

We always felt safe, respected, and ac-

tually loved. We’re not Latina, but we felt 

welcomed and embraced by the culture. 

Sure, the idea of eating rice with beans 

every single night was new to us! How-

ever, I got there in January after school 

Spanish which basically gave me the 

skills to find the library or the bathroom-

-and left in September able to make 

myself more or less understood (given 

somebody cooperative). We were vigor-

ously en-

couraged 

to make 

the best 

of every 

oppor tu-

nity offered, and would not have made 

it through the confusing and conflicting 

DTA/BHA system without their help.

 

I was honored and delighted to be able 

to give something back to CASA NUE-

VA VIDA by helping write and physically 

assemble the massive new DTA grant 

in August. I profoundly hope and pray 

that they are completely and continu-

ally funded, because they made seven 

months of one of the saddest human 

conditions bearable--and yes, some-

times even enjoyable: I remember com-

ing *home* in the middle of a birthday 

party on the lawn, and sitting by Dona 

Carmen as she sang to the accordion 

player. 

 

This is when I realized that “It’s Now or 

Never” and “O Solo Mio” are the same 

song. Other things I learned: I can’t 

cook rice for 40 people to save my life. 

How you actually say “It’s 

done,” and “Excuse me” 

in Spanish, instead of what 

non-Latinos think. Maria 

cookies are habit-forming. 

Stuff in old houses keeps 

breaking, but you keep fixing it, and life 

goes on. And that people who really love 

you don’t give up on you.

 

I feel lucky that my apartment is in the 

area, because when I visit I get enthusi-

astic hugs from everybody. Although I’m 

ecstatic not to be homeless any more, 

returning to CASA NUEVA VIDA will al-

ways be coming home. 

Helping homeless families gain 
the education and skills needed 
to permanently pull themselves 

out of poverty

Meet Idony Lisle
and her amazing story

Come and Meet Bradley Ortiz
and have a pleasant Conversation

Thank you For your support
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SPOTLIGHTS

Lawrence Grand Opening will be 
September 17, 2009
You are welcome to visit our 
new site at any time.

Heads up, Casa Nueva Vida’s first 
BREAKFAST FOR ACHIEVERS 
will take place in April 2010.

We have placed more than 600 
families since we open our doors 

Please help us furnace our new 
shelter

We will need bunk beds, mat-
tresses, dressers, chairs, cribs, 
full beds, twin beds, table, etc…

For complete listing please  
contact us at:

Casa Nueva Vida, Inc.
53 Glen Rd.
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130
www.casanuevavida.org
617.524.6332
info@casanuevavida.org

HIGHLIGHTS

Make secure donations using

Sharon High School Students

Casa Nueva Vida - Lawrence


